Legion of Mary
SENATUS OF LOS ANGELES
www.L.A-Senatus.org

Newsnotes
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IMPORTANT

We wish to inform our councils that it has always been strictly forbidden by the Concilium to
reproduce copies of the actual council minutes and then send these copies to other councils, except
the higher council to which they are attached and the correspondent. We wish to stress that the
Newsnotes are an extract of our actual minutes and would contain a brief summary of few items
that would be of proper interest to our lower councils and praesidia. If you have important events
or news that you would like to share, please send it to the Senatus Board.
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Dear Sisters and Brothers.

May these Newsnotes of the Senatus of Los Angeles find you all doing well. The 790th meeting of the
Senatus of Los Angeles was held on July 16, Thursday, in the School Parish Hall of Christ the King
Catholic Church.

Concilium Letter (Message from Sr. Patricia O’ Donaghue)
o Sr. Patricia is asking if there is insurance sorted for the legionaries? Insurance is being
worked out.
o Sr Patricia needs the census figures for 2025. Please submit if you haven’t done so.
o She was thrilled to learn that Fr. Oh is willing to have Legion of Mary in his parish.
We need to approach priests to ask permission to start the Legion of Mary

Feedback on the Annual Reports (quoted from Sr. Patricia’s letter)

East San Fernando Valley Curia. Mother of Mercy. You are keeping your head above water but it
must be disheartening sometimes when you cannot grow more. [ wonder if you could do a recruitment
drive or extension? Maybe consider more than just one to one recruitment, though that is good,
sometimes something has to change to bring more graces to the situation. Maybe a Holy Hour? Maybe
Columban Drive or a visit to a nearby parish to try to interest the priest in the Legion of Mary. Is there a
parish where the legion closed and could you endeavour to resurrect it? Read Symbolic Action in the
handbook, it is one of my favourite readings as it just asks you to take a step and then another. Your
works are good and I love that you have 122 Catechism students.

Mother of Christ. West San Fernando Valley Curia. How delightful that you have 23 praesidia, 20
Patrician groups, such good attendance at everything. 9 Frank Duff prayer meetings. What a joy. Do you
have juniors? Or did I miss it. As you say your membership is aging, what are you doing about it? Could
you start with juniors and after that increase your street apostolate? That is where you will meet the
young and invite them. Don’t worry if they are not super Catholics, so long as they have good will the
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rest will come. You will enhance their lives. Have you ever thought about having a Conference for the
young adults? Would you look on youtube for “Deus et Patria” of course you will see the legion logo and
it contains some talks given at the Dublin last Conference, just for inspiration. They always have a great
line up of speakers and last time they had a visit to Frank Duffs house and to the chapel in one of the
hostels. You might have your own ways and places to include. Pray and act. It can only not work. Just
listen to those few talks and see what the Holy Spirit Says.

Allocutio by Fr. Joseph Dass
Gospel according to Matthew 11:28-30

Many of you who have had the good fortune of visiting Rome and who have been inside the Sistine
Chapel might have seen some of the most beautiful paintings of Michaelangelo on the ceiling of the
Chapel. Michaelangelo was one of the greatest painters and sculptors ever lived. During the time of
Michaelangelo, there was another great Italian sculptor by the name of Donatello. It was said that
Donatello once rejected a block of marble from the stone quarries of Florence because it was too
flawed and not fit to be worked upon. That block of marble that Donatello rejected was delivered to
Michaelangelo who through his masterly stroke carved from it his masterpiece, “David”. This life-
size statue of David was so ravishingly realistic that even Michaelangelo after finishing it with his
chisel in his hand exclaimed, “David, Speak!”. Michaelangelo then proceeded to produce other
equally great works of art like “The Pieta” which is considered one of the wonders of the world.

One day someone asked Michaelangelo, “Sir, how do you produce such exquisite statues out of these
rough blocks of marble?” This is what Michaelangelo said in reply, “Inside every block of marble
there is hidden a beautiful statue. All I do with a hammer and a chisel is to remove the unwanted
parts and the beautiful figure emerges.” Inside each one of us God has breathed a beautiful image —
an image of God. Further at Baptism, we were formed to be the temple of the Holy Spirit, the image
and likeness of God.

Unfortunately every one of us have sullied that pure white baptismal robe given to us at baptism and
have marred the beautiful image of God inside of us through sin. “For there is no distinction, all

have sinned and fallen short of the grace of God.” (Rom 3:2) In the gospel passage we just heard,
Jesus says, “Come to me all of you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest.” If a man
has a burden on his back, he can be relieved in two ways: either by making the burden light, or by
making the shoulder stronger. The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Sacrament of Penance) has the
power not only to help us unload the burden of sin from our soul but it also infuse into us the grace of
God so that (a) We may be better able to resist the evil tendencies of the world, the flesh and the
Devil. (b) We may be healed of the wounds of sin, and (c) Make progress in the life of the Spirit.

Old & New Business

e Census of Membership ongoing as required by the Concilium. Lead person to follow-up or
document was assigned to Sr. Teresita Orcini.

e Br. Mike Cutuli and Sr. Emelyn Pascual had completed the audit. The copy of the report was
sent to the Concilium.

e Sr. Elin will schedule a meeting with Br. Mark regarding the issues concerning the San
Bernardino Vietnamese Curia and what the legion system demands. As a higher council, the
Comitium, the Curiae, and the praesidia are answerable to the Senatus. Sr. Elin asked the
members to pray for the resolution of these issues.

e Prayer requests for the health and healing of Srs. Patricia O’ Donaghue, Elisa Pazirandeh,
Norma Gonzalez, Melba Muyco, Josie Baril, & Sheila Daly
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o The head count for the 105th anniversary celebration of the Legion of Mary on Sept 7, 2026 at
the Christ Cathedral has gone up to 1,558. Deposit has been made and details of the program
has been finalized (see details below).

o All Councils & Praesidia are requested to offer a mass at their respective parishes on September
7 for the 105" Anniversary of the Legion of Mary

Praesidium & Council Visitation
e Praesidium Visitation:
e To be visited as follows:
o Sr. Mary Szachman & partner of Immaculate Heart of Mary to visit Our Lady of Assumption
o Edna Vance & partner of Our Mother of Divine Grace to visit Mary Spouse of the Holy Spirit
o Sr. Jully Chua & partner of Mary Immaculate to visit Our Lady of Confidence
o Sr. Zenaida Sta Catalina & partner of Mother of God to visit Mary Queen of the Universe.

¢ Council Visitation:
e To be visited as follow:
o Sr. Nini Moore & partner of LA Northeast to visit Long Beach Curia on July 25.
o Sr. Jasmine Concepcion & partner of Lynwood-Whittier English to visit South Bay
Curia on July 25.
o Sr. Ana Rodriguez & partner of San Gabriel Valley English Curia to visit San Gabriel
Valley Chinese Curia.

Upcoming Events:

105" Anniversary Legion of Mary — September 7 (Mon) Christ Cathedral

Board Meeting: September 3, 2026 (Thurs), 9:30 AM, Br. Dan Dunkin’s Residence
Senatus Meeting — September 17, 2026 (Thurs) 7:00 PM Christ the King Church
Correspondents Meeting — September 17, 2026 (Thurs), 6:30 pm Christ the King

June 2026 Comitia/Curiae/Praesidium Donations:

Comitia Curiae Praesidia
Orange County Comitium Los Angeles Northeast Curia $ 200.00 | Mother of God Praesidium
(CK 1488) $ 300.00 $ 50.00
Phoenix Comitium Long Beach Curia Mary Immaculate Praesidium (Montebello)
(CK 1714) $1,000.00 | (CK 1596) $ 200.00 | (CK 6908) $§ 25.00
Fresno Comitium Foothill Curia Immaculate Heart of Mary Praesidium $ 100.00
(CK 0067) $ 300.00 $ 50.00
Tucson Comitium South Bay Curia Our Lady of Knock Praesidium $ 122.00
(CK 2023) $ 200.00 | (CK 1012) $ 300.00 | (CK 508 & 168) $ 219.00
Los Angeles Spanish Our Lady of Hope Praesidium $ 250.00
(MO 19-827698877) $ 125.00
Santa Monica Bay Curia Mary Spouse of the Holy Spirit $ 50.00
(CK 1401) $ 200.00 | (CK 4634
Santa Maria Cura Mary Queen of the Universe $ 45.00
(CK 0075) $ 300.00 | (CK771)
San Gabriel Valley Chinese Curia Mother of Divine Grace Praesidium $ 129.00
(CK 1099) $ 500.00
Ventura Curia
(MO 55-206703980) $ 500.00
East San Fernando English Curia
(CK 2611) $ 200.00
TOTAL DONATIONS TOTAL DONATIONS TOTAL DEONATIONS
COMITIUM $1,800.00 | CURIAE $2,567.00 | PRAESIDIUM $ 990.00
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July 2026 Comitia/Curiae/Praesidium Donations:

Comitia Curiae Praesidia
San Diego Comitium Los Angeles Northeast Curia $ 500.00 | Mother of God Praesidium
(CK 1354) $1,300.00 $ 50.00
Phoenix Comitium Foothill Curia Mary Immaculate Praesidium (Montebello)
(CK 1717) $1,000.00 $ 100.00 | (CK 6913) § 25.00
Tucson Comitium South Bay Curia Immaculate Heart of Mary Praesidium $ 100.00
(CK 2024) $ 200.00 | (CK 1013) $ 300.00 | (CK 2833)
Los Angeles Spanish Our Lady of Confidence Praesidium $ 40.00
(MO 19-827699656) $ 150.00
Lynwood-Whittier English Curia $ 150.00 | Our Lady of Knock Praesidium $ 60.00
(CK 1144 & 1143) $ 300.00 | (CK 172)
Santa Monica Bay Curia Mary, Mother of Holy Family $ 50.00
(CK 1402) $ 200.00 | (CK 3015)
San Gabriel Valley Chinese Curia Our Lady of Hope Praesidium $ 30.00
(CK 1104) $ 300.00
Ventura Curia Mary Spouse of the Holy Spirit $ 50.00
(MO 55-206719438) & $ 500.00 | (CK 4639)
(MO 55-206721371) $ 800.00
West San Fernando English Curia $1,200.00 | Mary Queen of the Universe $ 35.00
(CK 1232 & & 1224) $1,200.00 | (CK 310)
TOTAL DONATIONS TOTAL DONATIONS TOTAL DEONATIONS
COMITIUM $2,500.00 | CURIAE $5,700.00 | PRAESIDIUM $ 440.00
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TIME ACTIVITY
11:00 a.m. 2 representatives from each council will stay outside with their banners
for the procession. The rest must be seated inside the church at their
designated places
11:15 am Welcome & Call Councils to Process
11:30 to 11:50 a.m. Opening Prayers & Rosary
Opening Prayers
Decades of the Rosary
1*' Mystery
2" Mystery
3" Mystery
4™ Mystery
5" Mystery
11:51 am Catena
11:56 a.m. Concluding Prayers
12:00 p.m. Angelus
12:05 p.m. Video Presentation (Frank Duff)
12:30 p.m. Holy Mass
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